
  

How I supercharged the bibliography of a featured article – the (mostly) pros and (a few) cons of Worldcat and the OCLC



  

Wikimedia User name& nickname since '79

Professional / LegalName

Peaceray
Raymond Leonard

Who I am:



  

Wikimedia User name& nickname since '79

Professional / LegalName

Peaceray
Raymond Leonard

 MS Library & Infomation Studies, Drexel University, '91
 25 years in Information Technology
 8 years as Part-time Reference Librarian at Atherton Library, Hawaii Pacific University
 4 courses as a University of Phonenix Instructor; required to be rigorous in evaluating papers
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This is how the Ezra Meeker bibliography looked when it appeared as the featured article on June 21, 2013. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ezra_Meeker&oldid=561019205#Books_by_Ezra_Meeker



  

This is how the Ezra Meeker bibliography looked when it appeared as the featured article on June 21, 2013. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ezra_Meeker&oldid=561019205#Books_by_Ezra_Meeker

What's wrong with this picture?



  

This is how the Ezra Meeker bibliography looked when it appeared as the featured article on June 21, 2013. 

What's wrong with this picture?
The circled dates indicate works in the public domain, yet there are no links!



  

Most of Ezra Meeker's works should be in the public domain, therefore it is likely that they have been scanned & are online.

Copyright law of the United States#Duration of copyright



  

Most of Ezra Meeker's works should be in the public domain, therefore it is likely that they have been scanned & are online.

Copyright law of the United States#Duration of copyright
So, how does one find links to bibliographic information & online sources?



  *With apologies to the creators of The Martian



  

OCLC to the rescue … but what is OCLC?



  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC



  

But you may have heard of it in this context ...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interlibrary_loan



  

More specifically ...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interlibrary_loan#Resource_sharing_networks



  

Fortunately, you don't have to be a librarian to access OCLC numbers ...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WorldCat



WorldCat demonstration



  

The end state ...

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ezra_Meeker&oldid=681708726#Books_by_Ezra_Meeker



  

But what about ISBN?



  

But what about ISBN?

Only books published after 1970 consistently received ISBNs.



  Let's see … then try an OCLC number ...



Howusefulisthisto thetypicaluser?



Howisthisby comparison?



  

ISBN OCLCversus
 Tends to drive users to online book sellers, implying payment
 Covers only certain median like books, eBooks, CD's, …

 Only for publications after 1970

 Tends to drive users to libraries and sometimes online sources. May be free, subscription, or inaccessible
 Covers anything that can be cataloged: books, online, articles, periodicals, microfilm, microfiche, theses, monographs, archival material, one-off publications, audio records, etc. …
 Any publication published at anytime



Concerns about the OCLC number ...


